THE   MAIN,   FLORIDA,   AND   VIRGINIA              85
the governor of this province, Pedro Fernandez de Busto, called to
determine on measures to be taken for the good of His    j^^gQ
Majesty's service and defence of this city (p. 65) if the    Da$a,
English enemy who was expected should arrive here, as    Wltness
lieutenant general of this jurisdiction deponent was ordered with
six soldiers to defend the bridge which leads from the city to the
Franciscan monastery', and to prevent any soldier from leaving by
this bridge; any man so leaving in desertion of his captain and flag
to be rigorously punished. Therefore from Ash Wednesday, when
the enemy appeared off this city with his fleet, deponent took up
his post at the bridge with his arms and horse, which he kept in
readiness to serve His Majesty, and with the soldiers he chose to
accompany him; and there he remained all that afternoon and that
following night until Thursday morning, when all the foot began to
withdraw because the enemy was numerous.
Although deponent and the soldiers under him and his men who
accompanied him sought with many words to compel these people
to wait for their general and captains and not to make such a serious
move on their own responsibility, deponent was unable to resist
them or check their retreat, despite the fact that as a defence
against them at the head of the bridge he had built a barricade of
uncemented masonry and had there a piece of artillery loaded and
ready to fire. And so everybody crossed the bridge, but deponent
remained at his post awaiting the governor-captain general, to
receive his orders.
After a long time, which seems (p. 66) to deponent to have been
an hour, when most of the foot had left the bridge, the governor
came, alone, on horseback, sword in hand with which and much
good argument he reprehended the soldiers, commanding them to
stay. But neither reasons not threats sufficed to check their flight.
Deponent joined the governor and they remained a good while at
the head of the bridge, after which they proceeded to the Franciscan
monastery.
And while they were at a house belonging to Martin Polo certain
horse began to come up, and while they were all there together
victorious shouting was heard and it was said that Captain Martin
Polo, who was on duty at the Canapote trench, had come up to the
bridge with his company and killed Captain Francis. Then the
governor with the horse wThich had assembled there returned with
them to re-enter the city by the bridge, and ordered deponent to
hold all soldiers he could and send them toward the bridge to the
relief of Captain Martin Polo. Deponent went forward a little, say